


2026 marks 25 years of Community Rail in 
Lancashire. Starting with the West of Lancashire 
Community Rail Partnership in 2001, community 
rail has developed across the county. With the 
formation of Community Rail Lancashire in 2016 
the organisation has developed ever closer bonds 
with its local communities and the rail industry. 

Throughout 2026 there will be a series of events 
to mark this landmark year which will involve all 
our partners in Lancashire and across the north  
of England.

Richard Watts,  
Chair,  
Community Rail Lancashire
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It has been a privilege to oversee the development of 
Community Rail in Lancashire from its beginnings in 
2001, when I worked for Lancashire County Council, to 
the organisation I oversee and manage today. I would 
like to thank all our many partners and funders for their 
support and encouragement over the last 25 years 
– we simply can’t do this without you! 2026 will also 
mark big changes for the rail industry with the setting 
up of Great British Railways. So, to mark the first 25 
years of Community Rail in Lancashire and a look to 
the future we are developing an ambitious programme 
of events throughout 2026 to showcase what we do 
and why it is important.



I am thrilled that Community Rail Lancashire (CRL) has 
achieved this milestone. Chairman Richard Watts, whose 
brainchild it was, should be extremely proud of what he 
and his team have achieved over this period. I know the 
organisation has ambitious plans to continue into the next 
25 years. Congratulations.”

It’s wonderful to take the opportunity to mark the 25th 
year of Community Rail in Lancashire and the ongoing 
role played in bringing life to our local railway network 
in East Lancashire. The importance of connecting with 
communities has never been greater and I look forward 
to developing the next batch of initiatives with all of our 
volunteers and partners.” 

Community Rail has done so much good across 
Lancashire during the 25 years it’s been in operation.  It’s 
been a privilege to be involved over the past few years 
and to see the positive difference Community Rail has 
made in West Lancashire. I look forward to continuing to 
work with partners in 2026 and let’s hope we can keep on 
benefitting the local area.”

Tony Ford,  
Chair,  
South Fylde Line CRP

Mike Cliffe,  
Chair Clitheroe &  
East Lancashire CRPs

Stephen Benge,  
Chair West of  
Lancashire CRP
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Working with schools has been a major feature of the work 
of all the Lancashire CRPs. It all started at Daisyfield Primary 
School, Blackburn where the ELCRP and local artist Alastair 
Nicholson worked with the pupils of the school to create 
a significant piece of artwork that became known as the 
‘Great Wall of Daisyfield’. 

A Potted History of Community Rail in Lancashire

The beginning of Community Rail in Lancashire:
Saw the launch of the West of Lancashire Community Rail 
Partnership (WofLCRP), the first CRP in Lancashire and one 
of the first in the UK.

In November the 
Strategic Rail 
Authority launches 
the Community Rail 
Development Strategy.

In April ACoRP (Association of Community Rail 
Partnerships) produced its report on the East Lancashire 
line called an ‘Agenda for Development’ and dubbed the 
route as the ‘Sleeping Princess’. It recommended setting 
up a Community Rail Partnership for the line.

Following from this the first meeting of the East 
Lancashire Community Rail Partnership (ELCRP) took 
place on the 22nd April. The CRP agreed it would cover 
the lines and services from Preston to Colne, Burnley 
Manchester Road (Leeds/York) and in 2015 this was 
extended to include the Manchester service via the 
restored Todmorden West Curve.

The ELCRP was formally launched on Community Rail 
Day 20th May with a special headboard attached to 

unit 156 461 following a ceremony at Blackburn station 
and in September the DfT designated the line as a 

Community Rail service and line, the latter only applied 
to the route between Gannow Junction and Colne.

The year also saw the formation of the Clitheroe Line 
Community Rail Partnership (CLCRP) replacing the 

Clitheroe Line Development Group. 

Saw the launch of the South Fylde Line Community Rail 
Partnership (SFLCRP) and its designation by the DfT as a 
community rail service.

In November the DfT also formally designated the Clitheroe 
Line, between Bolton and Clitheroe/Hellifield as a community 
rail service.

2006 also saw the start of the Education Programme at 
Daisyfield Primary School thanks to Mike Billingham, committee 
member of the ELCRP and Peter Fenton, the Head of Daisyfield 

Primary School. This quickly developed and today the education 
programme covers the whole of the north of England. 
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Accrington Eco Station was formally opened in November, and 
the ‘Bunker’ became the base for the Lancashire Community 

Rail Team and a destination for its educational programme. The 
station was part of the SusStations (Sustainable Stations) project 

which was part funded by the EU’s Interreg IVb programme.

23rd September saw the designation of the West of 
Lancashire Community Rail Partnership at the Community 
Rail Awards held in Sheffield as a line and service. The line 
designation applied to the Preston to Ormskirk line.

Saw the creation of the animation ‘Darren’s 
Day Out’ which formed part of the People, 
Planet, Film project that culminated in the 
Darwen Film Festival. The animation was 
created by over 150 pupils from schools in 
Darwen, Blackburn and Accrington and it 
was launched at a special premier at the 
Film Festival.

Saw the opening of the new station 
building at Burnley Manchester 
Road. Funded as part of Citizens’ 
Rail, a project developed as part of 
the EU’s Interreg IVb programme. 

Sunday 17th May saw the 
introduction of the new hourly 

7 days a week Blackburn to 
Manchester Victoria via Burnley 
Manchester Rd service and the 

recently restored Todmorden 
West Curve.

Padiham Green CofE Primary 
School joined the celebrations 

to mark the opening of the new 
booking office and community 

facilities at Burnley Manchester 
Road station  and the new 

Manchester service.

11th February sees the formation of Community Rail 
Lancashire (CRL) as a company limited by guarantee. 
CRL covers 4 Lancashire CRPs and employs a team of 
specialists to deliver Community Rail on the ground.

Also saw CRL set up the Education Network which is 
now looked after by the Community Rail Network.
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CRL launched its first 
educational website 
downtheline.org.uk the 
forerunner of today’s 
trained.website

In September the DfT launched 
‘Connecting Communities with 
Railways: The Community Rail 
Development Strategy’. This 
introduced the Accreditation process 
for CRPs which replaced the former 
line and service designations. 

CRL in partnership with Northern and 
PWLC set up a pilot programme called 

‘Try The Train’. This was a great success 
and the project continues to expand 

across the north of England.

Working with the National 
Autistic Society, CRL set up the 
first Autism Friendly Railway 
Line between Blackburn and 
Manchester via Burnley and the 
Todmorden Curve.

Due to Covid lockdowns, it was not possible to continue 
live meetings of the Education Network so it was decided 

to move it online and invite other CRPs and railway staff to 
take part. The Education Network remains online and meets 
monthly but is now hosted by the Community Rail Network.

Saw CRL team up with Avanti West 
Coast to deliver Feel Good Field 
Trips (FGFT) to 5,000 students 
over two years. The total was 
beaten with over 5,300 students 
taking part in a FGFT. 

CRL sets up the Northern 
Education Network for CRPs, 
railway staff and educationalists 
with live meetings taking place 
across the North of England. 
The inaugural meeting was held 
in Carnforth.

8th June saw the launch of 
the Saturdays only Yorkshire 
Dales Explorer between 
Manchester and Ribblehead 
via Clitheroe. CRL is proud to 
support this service.

13th January Avanti West Coast 
arranged a Parliamentary 
reception to celebrate delivering 
215 FGFTs to over 5,300 
students, beating the original 
target of 5,000!

With Great British Railways 
to be set up this year, 
we look with excitement 
at the opportunities this 
presents for Community 
Rail Lancashire.

CRL in the community -  
the opening of the Clitheroe 
Line A Picturesque Journey 
on the 6th August 2025 
at the Platform 5 gallery at 
Bolton Station managed by 
the SE Lancashire CRP.
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Feel Good Field Trips

 Community Rail Lancashire and the National Autistic Society, 

together with Northern, are proud to create and host 
the UK’s first Autism Friendly Railway Line. Northern staff are trained to assist passengers with autism 

and other additional needs.Comprehensive information booklets are available for the line from 

Blackburn to Manchester Victoria via Todmorden. 
Booklets can be collected at staffed stations or downloaded at:

www.downtheline.org.uk/projects/autism-friendly-line/Activity booklets for children and young people are also available.  

This project was funded by Arriva Rail North’s 
seed corn fund and Community Rail Lancashire.All information is accurate as of July 2019. All resources are subject to availability.

We have designated dates during which staff will be made aware there may be more passengers than usual who require assistance. These dates are;

30th July(filming and photography will take place)

1st August
7th August
12th August
24th August
30th August
Ear defenders and sunglasses are also available to borrow from staffed stations along the route; please return these at the end of your day. 

We encourage travel by rail at all times, 
but some resources may not be available outside these dates. 

Travel guides, including businesses which feature autism-friendly hours and 

family-friendly activities, can be collected free-of-charge from staffed 

stations along the route. We recommend travelling between 9.30 and 16.00 

to ensure services may be quieter. 
Tickets can be purchased from staffed stations, ticket machines, or online 

at www.northernrailway.co.uk, along with timetable information and assistance 
booking facilities. For further information, please contact info@downtheline.org.uk

(Blackburn to Manchester Victoria)

the Todmorden Curve

An

Aut
ism Friendly

Line

17703 CRL Autism Friendly DR Poster_AW.indd   1

29/07/2019   08:21



ROSE
GROVE

HAPTON

HUNCOAT

CHURCH &
OSWALDTWISTLE

RISHTON

MILL
HILL

CHERRY
TREE

PLEASINGTON
BAMBER
BRIDGE

CROSTON

RUFFORD

BURSCOUGH
JUNCTION

BURSCOUGH
BRIDGE

GATHURST

APPLEY
BRIDGEPARBOLD

HOSCARNEW LANE

PEMBERTON

WALLGATE

NORTH
WESTERN

ORRELL

UPHOLLANDRAINFORD

KIRKBY

HEADBOLT
LANE

CENTRAL

BESCAR
LANE

MEOLS
COP

LOSTOCK
HALL

SALWICK

KIRKHAM
& WESHAM

HEYSHAM
HARBOUR

MORECAMBE

MOSS
SIDE

LYTHAM

ANSDELL &
FAIRHAVEN

ST. ANNE’S-
ON-THE-SEA

SQUIRES GATE

PLEASURE BEACH

SOUTH

NORTH

LAYTON

POULTON-LE-FYLDE

WALSDEN

LITTLEBOROUGH

SMITHY BRIDGE

CASTLETON

MILLS HILL

MOSTON

VICTORIA

SALFORD
CENTRAL

SALFORD
CRESCENT

HALL I’ TH’ 
WOOD

BROMLEY
CROSS

ENTWISTLE

DARWEN

RAMSGREAVE
& WILPSHIRE

LANGHO

WHALLEY

HELLIFIELD

HEBDEN
BRIDGE

TO CARLISLE
AND LANCASTER

TO SKIPTON
AND LEEDS

MANCHESTER ROAD

BARRACKS

BRIERFIELD

NELSON

COLNE

CENTRAL

TO BRADFORD
AND LEEDS

Blackburn
Accrington

Wigan

Liverpool

Burnley

Todmorden

Rochdale

Manchester

Bolton

Blackpool

Southport

Ormskirk

Clitheroe

Lancaster

Preston

communityraillancashire.co.uk

Printed on 100% recycled paper


