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READING BETWEEN THE LINES 
THE NEWSLETTER OF LANCASHIRE’S COMMUNITY RAILWAYS 

  

ISSUE 6                                            SPRING 2009  

BULL LE ARNS H IS  LESSON  

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Pendle Connect & East Lancs Day Ranger, Flower tubs 
Ormskirk station refurbishment, forthcoming Events and more! 

Brian the Bull, star of the brand new ’Explore the Ribble Valley Line’ 
DVD made a special guest appearance at Daisyfield Primary School 
in Blackburn on Wednesday 25th March 2009. The event was the 
Premiere of the DVD before an audience of year 4, 5 & 6 children and 
specially invited guests including the Mayor of Blackburn, Council-
lor Mohammed Khan O.B.E., representatives from the Department of 
Transport, Network Rail and the Association of Community Rail Part-
nerships. More details inside this issue.    
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RICHARD’S RAMBLINGS 

This is the first of a series of Partnership Secretary Ramblings looking at 
issues facing Community Rail.  Lancashire works hard to make the most of 
the Community Rail initiative but it is not always easy.  Within the rail indus-
try there is, to say the least, confusion about what Community Rail really 
means.  Is it the 'fluffy' stuff such as marketing, station adoption and music 
trains or is it more serious?  But then what is the more serious?  What are 
the tangible flexibilities that Community Rail designation brings?  In my sim-
ple way it should be about empowering community rail partnerships to have 
a bigger say in developments affecting their local line and being part of the 
decision making process for not just the small things but also for the larger 
ones as well.  Not quite micro franchising as this has always been off the 
agenda so we are not talking about full local control but perhaps a half way 
house.  Community Rail Partnerships should be involved as a minimum in 
decisions affecting timetables, rolling stock, stations, marketing and engi-
neering possessions. 

With the above in 
mind we are hoping 
that the Preston to 
Ormskirk line will 
shortly be designated 
so long as we can get 
industry agreement to 
this.  If ever a line 
needed taking in 
hand and sorting out 
this has to be it!!  
Designation can and 
should help simplify 
taking the line to the 

I am just updating the Action Plans for our three designated lines and it is 
amazing how much has been done in 2009. We really have two very hard 
working CRPO's and it would be hard to see how much more we can 
squeeze out of them but I will try!!  I am also delighted that so much time is 
given voluntarily from so many of you – a big thank you to all of you.  Com-
munity Rail in Lancashire prospers because of your help. 
 

Richard Watts, April 2009 

next level.  This might not be the restoration of the Burscough Curves or 
electric trains to Preston BUT an improved user friendly timetable would be 
a good start.  Doing nothing on this line is not an option. 

The Preston - Ormiskirk Shoppers Dec 2008  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

WEBSITES 

www.communityraillancashire.co.uk 
www.dalesrail.com 
www.northernrail.org 
www.ribblevalleyrail.co.uk 
http://opsta.iccommunities.co.uk 
www.plusbus.info/ 

www.llmr.co.uk 
www.railramblers.com 
www.burnleyandpendle.co.uk 
www.nationalrail.co.uk 
www.merseytravel.gov.uk 
www.elcrp.org 

For information on Lancashire’s Community Rail partnerships and for a host 
of other useful information please visit the following websites: 

Photographs and images in this issue are by kind permission of 
Simon Clarke, Brian Haworth, LCC, Orbit Internet, Source Creative, 

Swallow Hotels and the children of Daisyfield School 

January 2nd 2009 sees the start of the new East Lancashire Day Ranger 
and Pendle Connect tickets. An official launch of these tickets will take place 
at Nelson’s brand new Interchange during January 2009.  

The Official 2009 Community Rail Events are destined to be held over a 
month starting on Friday May 15th and running to Friday 12th June. The 
East Lancs & Clitheroe Line CRPs will focus their events around the Clithe-
roe Festival Weekend, which starts on May 15th 2009.  

The West of Lancashire CRP are to hold their Community Rail Gala event 
on Saturday 4th July 2009 as a joint celebration for both partnership routes.   

ACoRP’s Community Rail Awards 2009 are to be held at the Swallow Hotel 
in Carlisle in September. The categories for this competition have been an-
nounced and can be seen elsewhere in this issue.   

The 2009 DalesRail season started in earnest on Sunday, May 3rd 2009 
and runs through until Sunday, 6th September 2009 but with a three week 
break in July due to engineering work on the Settle to Carlisle line.  

The South Fylde Line will hold its Community Rail event on Saturday 27th 
June 2009 based on Lytham station with exhibitions in the Station Tavern.    

The Leeds, Lancaster, Morecambe event will be held on Saturday Aug 1st 
when it is anticipated that Northern Rail will be running a ’Seaside Special’ 
from Leeds and Bradford to Morecambe to encourage use of the line be-
tween Yorkshire & the Lancashire coast!   
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INFRASTRUCTURE NEWS  

The West of Lancashire CRP have funded 
the installation of branded information 
boards at stations along the route. Painted 
a vivid red and branded the West Lanca-
shire Line the notice boards really stand 
out. Boards are already installed at Cros-
ton, Rufford and Burscough Junction and 
will be put in at Ormskirk as part of the 
refurbishment. History posters for each 
station are currently being produced along 
with local information posters for each sta-
tion.  

Network Rail are also continuing with 
their programme of fence renewals 
and the Ribble Valley Line has seen 
the full length between Wilpshire and 
Clitheroe being renewed with sympa-
thetic stock fencing, they are also pre-
paring to install intermediate block sig-
nals at Langho and Whalley in the 
early summer. For the first time for a 
good number of years the Blackburn 
to Clitheroe section of the line is free 
from speed restrictions, reflecting the 
fine job Network Rail has done in track 
renewals carried out in recent times. 

New platform planters have been 
provided by the East Lancashire 
Community Rail Partnership on 
East Lancashire stations at Brier-
field and Colne. 
Made from re cycled plastic em-
blazoned with the name of the sta-
tion group this type of planter sup-
plied by Prosperity of Accrington 
are really well suited for use on 
station platforms. 

At Nelson, Network Rail are busy working on the canopy, a Grade 2 listed 
structure, with glass roofing panels being replaced and the ironwork and 
supporting columns being painted. 

New boards at Burscough Jnct 

Spring flowers at Brierfield  

New fencing at Mitton Fold 
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PARTNERSHIP NEWS 

You will have noticed from the front 
cover that a logo has now been 
agreed for the South Fylde Line 
CRP. This is shown again here and 
is reminiscent of Provincial Railways 
days when the line was christened 
the ’bucket and spade line’. The 
group agreed that the logo shows the      

The East Lancashire and Clitheroe 
Line CRPs have also been busy 
with two new marketing campaigns 
in partnership with Northern Rail 
and Blazefield Transdev, a local 
bus operator. The result is two new 
tickets, one a reverse of the Plus 
Bus system and a new Day 
Ranger ticket that allows users on 
buses as well as trains! More detail 
inside this issue.    

line at it’s best with beaches, marram grass and of course the Tower in all 
it’s Victorian glory. The logo will be used on publicity relating to the line and 
will appear on newsletters and other documents.   

Partnership officer Simon Clarke 
is working with a local company, 
Orbit Internet, based in Lytham to 
create a pan-partnership website 
for the five CRPs and DalesRail. 
The domain name for the new 
site is communityraillanca-
shire.co.uk and will hopefully be 
live during May 2009. There will 
be a group front page and each 
CRP will have its own mini site 
underneath the front page. The  

site will be interactive and people such as station adopters and station part-
nerships will be able to become members and keep in touch with each other 
in a cross site forum. Members will be able to upload photographs and im-
ages to the site and Simon will be acting as editor and site manager.    

Launch day at Nelson Interchange  
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COMMUNITY RAIL AWARDS & FESTIVAL 2009 

The ACoRP Community Rail Awards 2009 are to be held in Carlisle in Sep-
tember with the main dinner and presentations being held at the Swallow 
Hilltop Hotel on the evening of Friday 25th September. Various other events 
are scheduled both before the Awards Dinner on Friday and on the station 
in Carlisle on Saturday.    

Bookings for the Gala Dinner and Awards 
Ceremony should be made through Hazel 
Bonner at ACoRP and an application forms 
for both the Gala Dinner and awards can 
be found on the Home page of the ACoRP 
website at www.acorp.uk.com. There is 
also detail of the categories for the 2009 
Awards and advice on how to write your 
entry. Closing date for the Gala Dinner is 
4th September 2009 but closing date for 
the award entries is 19th June 2009. The 
Lancashire Partnerships are entering a 
number of categories but entries from indi-
viduals and groups such as Station Part-
nerships are always welcome.    

The14 categories in this year’s competition, with sponsors are listed below: 
 

1. Involving Young People - Northern Rail 
2. Community Art Schemes - First TransPennine Express 
3. Local Transport Integration - Lancashire County Council 
4. Best Station Garden or Floral Display - National Express 
5. Best Station/Train Retail Outlet - Govia  
6. Station development - Railway Heritage Trust  
7. Outstanding Volunteer Contribution - Network Rail   
8. Outstanding Railway Staff Contribution - Network Rail  
9. Best Station Adoption Group - Network Rail    
10. Best Marketing Publication - First Great Western 
11. Best marketing Event - First Great Western 
12. The Local Station Environment Award - Devon County Council  
13. Passengers Matter - Department for Transport Special Award 
14. Photo Competition - Best Community Rail Image - NedRailways 
 
If anyone wants more information or wants to submit an entry to the compe-
tition and would like some advice then contact either Richard Watts (01772 
534582), Simon Clarke (01772 530144) or Brian Haworth (01722 533196) 

The Swallow Hilltop, Carlisle 
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FARES FARE 

RIBBLEHEAD VIADUCT WALK 
Enjoy the unique experience of walking over the 24 arches of the famous 
Ribblehead Viaduct and celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the announce-
ment of the saving of the Settle Carlisle Railway. Closure of the line for engi-
neering work in July 2009 has provided the opportunity for the Settle Car-
lisle Railway Trust, with the support of Network Rail to organise a walk 
across the Ribblehead Viaduct.  

The event is to take place on Sunday 26th July 2009 and admittance to the 
walk will be by pre-paid ticket only. Tickets are £15 per person but are only 
available to 14 year olds and over. Tickets are limited and it is advisable to 
book early. The 2007 event was enjoyed by 2000 walkers but many were 
disappointed when they were unable to buy tickets. 

Booking details can be found by visiting www.settle-carlise.co.uk  

East Lancashire Day Ranger - New for Spring 2009 
is the East Lancashire Day Ranger which allows 
travel on bus and train and is priced at £10 for adults 
and £5 for children and with a Family ticket (Max 2 
adults & 2 children) at £20. This is a fabulous way to 
see all that East Lancashire has to offer, full detail 
available at www.northernrail.org. 

Cumbria Day Ranger - A new ranger ticket will be 
introduced from May 17th 2009 which allows travel 
throughout Cumbria, as far south as Preston and to 
Dumfries, Lockerbie and Haltwhistle. The ticket 
means that the Settle Carlisle line, the Cumbrian 
coast and the Bentham line can be covered on one 
ticket. The ticket costs £32 for adults, £16 for children 
and £21.10 for railcards. Family and Friends railcards  
can get a child ticket at £6.10. A further 25% discount 
will be available over the Community Rail Festival 
Weekend in Carlisle in September 2009. 

DalesRail Duo - In a change from the fare structure for the last few years 
the 2009 DalesRail season sees a new type of ticket introduced. The Dales-
Rail Duo is a ’buy one - get one half price’ offer for two adults travelling to-
gether. A DalesRail Duo from Preston to Carlisle costs £31.50 against the 
normal adult fare of £21.00. The normal child and railcard discounts con-
tinue and all tickets can be purchased either in advance or on the day. Full 
information is available at www.dalesrail.com or by ringing 01200 429832.     
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PENDLE CONNECT & EAST LANCS DAY RANGER 

With the current state of the pound against the Euro many people are 
choosing to ‘holiday at home’ and the East Lancs CRP along with Northern 
Rail and Transdev (East Lancashire’s biggest bus operator) have teamed 
up to make travelling easier and more economical. Two new tickets have 
been introduced, an East Lancashire Day Ranger, priced at £10 which al-
lows travel on both bus and train throughout East Lancashire and a ticket 
similar to PlusBus, but in reverse called Pendle Connect. This allows cus-
tomers boarding buses in the Pendle area to buy a through bus/rail ticket to 
Accrington, Blackburn or Preston. Full details can be found in retail Ram-
blings elsewhere in this issue. 

The two tickets were introduced at the 
start of January 2009 but a grand 
launch was held at the brand new Nel-
son Interchange with representatives 
from Northern Rail. Transdev and the 
Partnership on hand to be photo-
graphed with giant tickets.  

The invited guests then boarded a 
Transdev bus to be taken around 
the area covered by the Day 
Ranger and stopping off at Earby 
and Barnoldswick for more photo 
opportunities. Sales of the tickets 
are steady but increasing and it is 
hoped that this integrated transport 
idea will become very successful.   

FIRST RAIL SUPPORT 
First Rail Support are the current providers of replacement buses during dis-
ruption of the rail services over the Lancashire Community Rail patch. A 
new website (www.teachingzone.org/first) is being developed by the com-
pany to promote safety on and around rail replacement vehicles.  
 

Maurice Duckworth, First Rail Support MD, says ‘At First Rail Support we 
place the highest importance on safety. We hope this is reflected in the re-
sources we are providing to help educate young people about the impor-
tance of safety issues whilst using public transport’.  
The website is currently still under construction but will be available soon 
and the East Lancashire/Clitheroe Line CRPs are working with the company 
to help develop the Brian the Bull project. 
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ORMSKIRK STATION REFURBISHMENT 

Work is now well advanced on the refurbishment of Ormskirk Railway Sta-
tion.  The grade 2 listed building is on the Liverpool Central to Preston line, 
although it is many years since Anglo Scottish trains were able to operate 
through the station without hitting the buffers! Today the regular diet of fre-
quent electric trains to Liverpool and less frequent diesel trains to Preston is 
the best it currently gets. 

The station refurbishment will see 
the full external renovation of the 
station building to its former glory – 
or as far as modern standards will 
permit.  This is proving to be chal-
lenging but the main contractor STG 
(Strategic Team Group) and the 
various specialist companies work-
ing with them are rising to the chal-
lenge.  Late finds included dry rot  

which is being eradicated and an internal rain water pipe that took the rain 
water, well nowhere!  Internally the station will be a completely modern de-
sign providing the comfort and facilities fit for travellers of the 21st century. 

STG is taking part in the Considerate 
Contractor scheme and has worked 
closely with a local primary school on 
rail safety issues.  Pupils work is cur-
rently displayed on the hoardings that 
shroud the station building.  In addi-
tion, the on site audit by the scheme 
gave STG a rating of 34.5 out of 40 
which means it is a "very good site".  
So well done STG and all who are 
working on this project. 

The station has received national recognition in a speech by Lord Adonis 
concerning NSIP – the National Station Improvement Programme.  He com-
mented that the Ormskirk "is an excellent example of the sort of scheme 
that NSIP should be delivering.  The £1.5m upgrade includes £500,000 
from NSIP and £135,000 from Access for All, as well as contributions from a 
range of other stakeholders." 
 

The station is on track to be completed during June and it is anticipated that 
the grand opening will take place in July.  The project team hopes that Lord 
Adonis will be available for this significant event. 

Brian strikes a blow at Orsmkirk 

Children’s art at Ormiskirk 
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EXPLORE THE RIBBLE VALLEY LINE  

On Wednesday 25th March, the Clitheroe Line CRP launched their educa-
tional DVD, Explore the Ribble Valley Line. The DVD made in partnership 
with Apple Video is a short film describing the rail journey between Black-
burn and Clitheroe. The DVD links to Key Stage 2 of the National Curricu-
lum and touches on structures, geography, history and citizenship among 
others. The DVD was developed as part of AP6 of the CLCRP Action Plan 
(To develop links with local schools and introduce young people to travel by 
rail) and is presented as a pack including teacher’s guidance notes, a full 
script and a glossary of the terms used.   

The launch was a glittering ’Oscar 
Style’ ceremony and took place at 
Daisyfield Primary School who have 
been involved in the project from the 
outset. Brian the Bull, who narrates 
the DVD, made a special guest ap-
pearance. Other dignitaries included 
Cllr Mohammed Khan, Mayor of 
Blackburn, Peter Fenton, Head at 
Daisyfield along with representa-
tives from Network Rail, DfT, 
ACoRP, LCC and Northern Rail.  
The audience, including over 120 
pupils, first watched a PowerPoint    
presentation by the 5 rail safety am-
bassadors from year 6, and then on 
to the main feature which was re-
ceived with rapturous applause! 
The project was financed by the first 
grant from the Designated Line 
Community Rail Development Fund  

which was set up as a part of the Government’s Community Rail Strategy. It 
is hoped that the DVD can be used in schools, initially in the Ribble Valley 
and then at others away from the valley.    
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WITH BRIAN THE BULL 

Now that the excitement of the launch has passed the hard work begins in 
visiting other schools. Initially three schools in the Ribble Valley and a fourth 
school from outside the area have been selected to enable the Partnership 
Officers to trial the way they carry out the presentation.  
The presentation will vary as each school wants to use the DVD in different 
ways to fit with their curriculum requirements. The various things on offer 
are a showing of the DVD with question and answers , followed by a ‘hands 
on’ session with railway artefacts highlighting the development over the 
years of things like hand lamps (from oil lamps to halogen LED).  
Viewing of DVD In class room with question and answer session. This can 
be followed by an accompanied journey over the Blackburn to Clitheroe Line 
with an opportunity to examine some of the major structures such as Whal-
ley Arches. 
Daisyfield School has already expressed a wish to look at bridge structures 
in more detail and to this end Brian Haworth has prepared photos of differ-
ent types of bridges on the line to aid the children's understanding of their 
construction. Following a day in school will hopefully see the children build-
ing models of bridges or viaducts, which can then be displayed in the Plat-
form Gallery in Clitheroe over Community Rail Weekend in May. 
This is a relatively new project by the CRP and feed back from schools is 
essential so that we can develop, improve and expand the project to more 
schools. 

Brian the Bull Launch at Daisyfield School 


