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The photograph above is a still from a short animated film called Darren’s Day Out. The film 
was made as part of a larger project called People, Planet, Film a green themed film festival in 

Darwen over two weeks in February. Five primary schools in Darwen, Blackburn and Accrington 

were involved in the project to create the art work for the animation with the help of local art-

ist Alastair Nicholson who then pulled everything together to finish the film. 
 

The animation was premiered on the opening night of the film festival and was shown before 

each of the main films. All the children involved in the project were able to visit the Library 

Theatre in Darwen to see their handiwork on the large screen. The 10 minute film has been up-

loaded to Youtube and can be seen by clicking the link here: http://youtu.be/reDugt2QVD0.            
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RICHARD’S RAMBLINGS 

The Beeching Report 

Much has been written in connection with Doctor Richard Beeching and the 50th anniversary of 

the famous/infamous 'Beeching Report' (1963).  If you want a good read on the politics then you 

can do no better than get hold of a copy of 'Holding the Line' by Faulkner and Austin.  Chris 

Austin is well known as one of the driving forces behind the SRA's 'Community Rail Development 

Strategy' (CRDS) published in 2004.  I remember meeting Chris for the first time (I think) in 

Carlisle where he was giving a presentation, aided by David Hibbs, about the proposed Commu-

nity Rail strategy.  I seem to recall being a bit sceptical of what this was and what the underly-

ing agenda was.  How wrong I was Chris is a staunch supporter of Community Rail and is now a 

Board Member of ACoRP and me a fully signed up supporter of the CRDS! 

Everyone has views on the many line and station closures but in my view looking locally we now 

sorely miss some lines.  For me the key missing ones are: 

 

• Accrington to Bury (Manchester) via Ramsbottom (maybe with a branch to Bacup); 

• Preston to Southport – the direct route; and 

• Lancaster Castle/Green Ayre to Morecambe – again the direct line, missing the con-

flicts on the WCML and allowing a better frequency than today. 

 

158 Refurbishments 
 

I spend quite a bit of time travelling on 158's and hear very mixed views about them.  For me 

they are a very comfortable unit with good ride quality – pity about the heating and air condi-

tioning!  It is good to see what these units can look and feel like after a good refurbishment.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two views show what Arriva Trains Wales has done to its fleet of 158's.  Apart from the 

power sockets for those who need to remain connected when on the train, the seats and tables 

are well spaced and very comfortable.  The units form the mainstay of services to the Cambrian 

Coast but also stray onto the Marches Line.  So as we move to an interim arrangement for 

Northern Rail, how about a full refurbishment for the Northern 158's to provide improved am-

bience on the long distance inter-regional services such as York to Blackpool? 
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RICHARD’S RAMBLINGS 

THE ACORP VIEW 

“Beeching’s report was devastating for communities deprived of their local station, but his hard-

line approach taught us how to fight to save our railways, and to turn them into a success story.” 

This was the message from the Association of Community Rail Partnerships on the 50th anniver-

sary of the Beeching report. “The history of the last half century since the Beeching report has 

demonstrated clearly that the way forward for local rail is to work with the local community in 

partnership.” Said Neil Buxton, General Manager of ACoRP. “The analysis in Beeching’s report 

showed clearly that the railway could not do this on its own.” 
 

Half of today’s community railways were listed for closure or for loss of local passenger services 

in the 1963 report. The other half were identified two years later as ‘not for development’ and 

many were subsequently put forward for closure later in the 1960s and 70s. They survived, ei-

ther because alternative bus services were impractical, or because of exceptionally strong local 

opposition. Some, like the Cambrian Coast line from Machynlleth to Pwllheli were put up for clo-

sure several times and turned down on the grounds of the hardship for local people that would 

be caused. A few, like the Clitheroe line in Lancashire, did close and were subsequently re-

opened. Today, they are all thriving thanks to the work of local community rail partnerships. To 

see the full version of this article visit http://www.acorp.uk.com/press1.html 

Yet some very lightly used stations in Lancashire were not closed – why?  Other busier stations 

such as Lostock Hall, Euxton Balshaw Lane were closed and have had to be re-opened.  Sense?  

Beeching did a job with a hostile (to rail) transport minister but to his shame his evidence, in 

some cases, was thin and he did not consider (because he was not asked to?) what might happen 

if car culture ran out of 'steam'!  He also did not look at how local lines could be run more effi-

ciently.  The 'lower cost' regional railway was waiting its time.  A shame as it may have saved 

cross country routes such as the Varsity Line between Oxford and Cambridge and the Waverley 

between Carlisle and Edinburgh – both being reinstated in part at very high cost. 

 

For me the real lesson is that a 'profitable' railway is a 'chimera' which will never be achieved.  

Rail will need support for investment and some services so let's be positive.  What does rail do 

best, go for it and be proud we have a much busier network now than it was at the time of 

Beeching.  We have thankfully got passed the 'managed decline' mentality. 

Bacup station just before closure in the 1960s  
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KIRKBY CALLING 

A MEMORIAL FROM AMERICA 

On a cold 10th of April morning a good collection of interested partners met up at Kirkby Station 

to look at ways to improve the passenger experience at both the Mersey Rail platform and the 

Northern Rail platform. A large accumulation of litter was apparent on the track bed and in the 

cess which Network Rail agreed to remove. 
 

The Northern platform in particular was rather sparse and an area here was identified which 

could be developed into planted areas to give some much needed colour to the platform. Sec-

tions of retaining walls were identified as areas for possible art work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having viewed the station, representatives from Mersey Travel, Network Rail, West of Lanca-

shire Community Rail Partnership and Knowlsley College all agreed that there is the basis of a 

good partnership scheme here and to go away and think of other initiatives that would fit in 

with the station. Above is a photograph of the partners posing on the Northern Rail platform.  

The bench in the photograph on the left sits in 

pride of place on Langho station on the Clitheroe 

Line. The request to have a bench on the station 

came by email from a lady in America to Brian Ha-

worth. The bench was to be in memory of her late 

husband, Andrew Bell, who had lived for most of his 

life in Langho and was a regular rail user. 
 

Brian was able to arrange for the bench to be made 

and installed on the Clitheroe bound platform at 

the station with Northern Rail’s permission. The     

bench carries a plaque to remember Andrew from 

his family who now live in America.   
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TRANSFORMING MANCHESTER VICTORIA 

The £44m transformation of Manchester Victoria station has started with the new station roof 

part of a scheme to bring the station up to 21st century standards and turn it into a major re-

gional interchange. It will include a better, brighter and more open concourse, a new ticket of-

fice, information booth, waiting room and toilets. 

The project will also include careful restoration and enhancement of some of the station's key 

period features, including the glazed canopy at the front of the building. The station will be 

open throughout the improvement programme. 

Key elements of the scheme include: 
 

• A new, brighter replacement roof that allows for future expansion of the station 

• Improved station concourse area, including a new bridge link to the Manchester Arena, mak-

ing the entire station fully accessible 

• Improvements to the footbridge spanning platforms 3-6 allowing for future growth in pas-

senger numbers 

• Sympathetic refurbishment to Grade II listed parts of the Victoria Buildings, (including the 

war memorial, glass dome, Soldiers Gate and the wall map) restoring them to their former 

glory 

• Refurbishment of the external canopy, new lighting and glazed entrances to revitalise the 

Victoria Buildings 

• Revamp of existing retail spaces and provision of new retail facilities for a better shopping 

experience 

• Improvements to the ticket hall and external improvements to the paving on station ap-

proach 

• Upgraded Metrolink facilities 
 

The work will future-proof the station, allowing for the imminent electrification of the line to 

Liverpool and will allow for improvements to services included in the Northern Hub rail capacity 

expansion scheme which could see the numbers of people using the station double by 2019, with 

faster, more frequent trains running to Leeds and Liverpool. 

 

Network Rail are working with Northern Rail and Transport for Greater Manchester to deliver 

this project - visit www.networkrail.co.uk and search for Manchester Victoria for full details.    

Artist’s impression of the new roof, courtesy of Network Rail 
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TIMETABLE DEVELOPMENTS 

COMMUNITY RAIL LANCASHIRE 

Community Rail Lancashire has been rebranded! 

Following the move to make Accrington the 

Head Quarters of all things community rail in 

the county, it was decided that we should have 

a new image. The new logo shown here is simple 

but striking and will be appearing on all public-

ity in the future to support the individual CRP 

logos. Look for it on a poster or leaflet coming 

soon to a board or rack near you! 

Community Rail Lancashire is pleased to be able to announce that two new rail services will start 

in Lancashire over the next twelve months. The services are being introduced by Northern Rail 

working closely with Network Rail, the Department for Transport and other partners including 

Lancashire County Council, Burnley Borough Council and Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council, 

the CRPs and Rail User Groups.   
 

These exciting developments will see trains running between Blackpool North and Hellifield on 

winter Sundays starting in September 2013 and a full seven day service between Blackburn and 

Manchester via Burnley and Todmorden commencing with the summer timetable in May 2014. 
 

The Blackpool to Hellifield service, labelled ‘Ribble Valley Connect’ is aimed at encouraging new 

passengers from both ends of the route to travel by train on a journey to destinations not nor-

mally available on winter Sundays. The trains are timetabled to allow sufficient time for sight-

seeing, shopping, walking or just to relax and have drink or meal. For full details of this service 

and some ideas of things to do and places to visit, just go to the new Ribble Valley Connect web-

site at http://ribblevalleyconnect.wordpress.com. 

The new service to Manchester will see trains starting from Blackburn and calling at Accring-

ton, Rose Grove, Burnley Manchester Road before going ’over the top’ on the Copy Pit route and 

round the soon to be reinstated Todmorden West Curve. The service will then call at stations 

including Todmorden and Rochdale and into Manchester Victoria.  
 

The service is being introduced in partnership with Burnley Borough Council, Lancashire County 

Council, Northern Rail and Network Rail and part funded by a grant from the Regional Growth 

Fund. Coupled with the redevelopment of Burnley Manchester Road station the introduction of a 

direct service between Burnley and Manchester is seen as a positive boost to the social and eco-

nomic development of Burnley and will cut commuting journey times to Manchester down to 

around 50 minutes and cut out the change of trains at Hebden Bridge or Blackburn.              
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BLOOMING LYTHAM 

DALESRAIL 2013 

The 2013 DalesRail season is due to start with the summer timetable on Sunday 19th May 2013. 

As well as starting later than normal the season will also finish earlier with the final Sunday be-

ing 8th September 2013. Although the season is much shorter than in previous years there is no 

reduction in the number of guided walks taking place each Sunday with over 90 walks spread 

over the seventeen Sundays. 
 

Another change to DalesRail is that there will only be one train in each direction. The train 

starts from Blackpool North at 08.36 and arriving into Carlisle at 12.17. The train returns from 

Carlisle at 17.41 arriving back into Blackpool at 21.16. The Settle Carlisle Railway Development 

Company have once again agreed to provide a trolley service between Settle and Carlisle serving 

teas, coffees and other light refreshments. 
 

Full details of the timetable showing calling points can be seen by visiting www.dalesrail.com or 

by collecting a leaflet from manned rail stations throughout Lancashire and from other selected 

outlets including county information offices. Details of the walks programme can be downloaded 

from the website or by contacting Community Rail Lancashire by email on 

info@communityraillancashire.co.uk, by phone on 01254 386579 or by post to Community Rail 

Lancashire, Accrington Station, Eagle Street, Accrington, Lancs BB5 1LN. 
 

Let’s hope that we have better weather for the 2013 season than last year and that the first 

Sunday gets off to a great start! Seven walks are planned ranging from a 14 mile strenuous 

yomp to a more gentle 1.5 mile exploration of historic Carlisle. Get out there and enjoy yourself!      

Lytham in Bloom are looking forward to bringing a splash of colour to the disused platform at 

Lytham Station and brightening up the station experience for passengers. Working under a Net-

work Rail Disused Platforms Licence, the group have teamed up with the local prison service and 

constructed and installed raised bed planters which hopefully will soon be full of colourful plants 

and flowers. Network Rail had earlier cleared the platform and put down ballast and made safe 

some coping stones. 
 

As a gateway to the town the In Bloom judges will visit the station as part of their inspection 

and its new flower beds should show a big improvement from last year's visit. 
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GOING GOING GONE  

Photographs and images in this issue are by kind permission of: 

Brian Haworth, Simon Clarke, Richard Watts, Alastair Nicholson, Craig Ward, Ben Brooksbank 

and Network Rail, Other photographs of the work of the Lancashire Community Rail Partner-

ships can be seen on www.communityraillancashire.co.uk & www.dalesrail.com  

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 

Work has started on the new station at Burnley Manchester Road and the old station building 

has been demolished to make way for a new station which should be ready for use towards the 

end of 2013. 

The new station, a modern design, will include a manned booking office, waiting area, coffee cart 

and a community space for the Northern Rail Community Ambassadors to use a base for their 

activities.  

CROSTON CLEARANCE 

The Friends of Croston Station took on a major task 

a number of years ago when they decided, working 

under a Network Rail Disused Platform Licence, to 

clear the old platform which resembled a jungle. A 

couple of years on and the old platform complete 

with its Lancashire and Yorkshire tiles has emerged. 

Several old trees and skips of brambles and other 

weeds have been removed and the station has sud-

denly taken on a new appearance in front of waiting 

passengers on the existing platform. Network Rail 

have provided new green palisade fencing to the 

rear of the platform and this coupled with the ongo-

ing work of the station friends has really lifted the 

station. 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 

The Brian the Bull initiative of working with schools continues to flourish. Up to January this 

year over 4,500 school children have been involved and bookings for this year are buoyant. The 

resource centre at Accrington continues to develop activities giving us flexibility to work with 

different age groups.  

This year one of the tasks 

which is proving very popu-

lar with visiting schools is 

for the children to produce 

a map of the journey from 

school to the bunker at Ac-

crington. This is then taken 

back to school and is an in-

stant classroom display 

item for the classroom. An-

other initiative has seen us 

work closely with the Brit-

ish Transport Police at Pre-

ston who provide a Commu-

nity Support Officer to 

work with the children as 

part of the day at the bun-

ker.  

BTP have recognised this as good practice and recently nominated the initiative in the Commu-

nity Engagement of the Year category, in their first ever Complementary Policing Awards. Both 

Brian and Marjorie attended the awards ceremony in London but unfortunately didn’t win on the 

night but came away with a commended certificate.  

HEART OF HUNCOAT CASTINGS 

With the help of Nick & Andy, from the Lancashire ISS Facilities Team, the castings made by 

pupils from Huncoat Primary School have now been installed on the waiting shelters on the plat-

forms at Huncoat station. The full story of how the castings were made and the launch cere-

mony the project will appear in the next Reading Between The Lines, due out in August 2013.    
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FEATURED STATION 

Periodically we like to feature a station that doesn’t normally make the spotlight in Reading Be-
tween The Lines. Skipton station is probably better known for being on the famous line between 
Leeds (Settle) and Carlisle but it can also be regarded as being the true start of the Bentham 

Line (Leeds to Lancaster & Morecambe) as it escapes the industrial suburbs of Leeds. 

The station has been undergo-

ing a major refurbishment that 

has seen a new booking office 

and concourse area and also 

work on the canopies over the 

platforms, which have been re-

painted and re-glazed. 
 

The platforms are also a blaze 

of colour with some more un-

usual planters and tubs in use. 

The flowers for these planters have been traditionally provided by the TOC and Northern Rail 

have kept up the tradition and arranged to have them looked after by the local ISS gang. Even 

on a damp day in the middle of May the flowers bring a bit of interest to the long platforms. 

Skipton itself is a busy market town with markets held in the town centre on Monday, Wednes-

day, Friday and Saturday. As well as the market there are a number of other great places to 

visit in the town. No trip to Skipton should miss out on a visit to the Castle, one of the most 

complete fully roofed medieval castles in England. There is also a museum located in the Town 

Hall, Holy Trinity Church at the top of the High Street and you shouldn’t forget one of the most 

famous pork pie shops in the county of Yorkshire. 
 

For those who want to get some exercise, there is Aireville Park with its swimming pool, pitch 

and putt and skate park, all set in 20 acres of parkland. This can be accessed via the Leeds Liv-

erpool canal from the town centre or a short walk from the station. Skipton Castle Woods, de-

scribed as a magical land in the heart of town is easily accessed from the town centre. Full de-

tails of things to do and places to go can be found on www.welcometoskipton.com. 
 

There are electric trains every half hour from Leeds supplemented by diesel trains on the 

Leeds to Carlisle route and also on the Bentham Line from Leeds and Morecambe. Visit 

www.northernrail.org for details of timetables and tickets.             
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Richard Watts 

Partnership Secretary 

 

 

t: 01254 386579 

m: 07887 831126 

Brian Haworth 

Partnership 

Development Officer 

 

t: 01254 386579 

m: 07887 831129 

Simon Clarke 

Partnership  

Development Officer 

 

t: 01254 386579 

m: 07788 924232 

email: firstname.lastname@lancashire.gov.uk 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

For information on Lancashire’s Community Rail partnerships and for other information on 

community rail, walking and cycling by rail, integrated public transport, the communityrailman 

blog and comunityrailman’s twitter pages; please visit the following websites: 
 

www.communityraillancashire.co.uk  www.northernrail.org  www.nationalrail.co.uk 

http://communityrailman.wordpress.com  www.acorp.uk.com www.lancashirebus.co.uk  

https://twitter.com/comunityrailman   www.merseytravel.gov.uk www.tfgm.com  

http://railramblers.wordpress.com www.btp.police.uk www.dalesrail.com 

http://ribblevalleyconnect.wordpress.com www.ribblevalleyrail.co.uk www.bwdconnect.org.uk 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

The various officers of the Joint Clitheroe Line & East Lancashire CRPS were all re-elected un-

opposed at the Annual General Meeting of the partnerships held on Tuesday 9th April. James 

Syson will continue as Chair, Marjorie Birch as Vice Chair and Richard Watts as Secretary. 

The Annual General Meeting of the West of Lancs CRP on April 15th saw Marion Atkinson, Mer-

seytravel, elected as Chair for the partnership. Roger Bell will continue as Vice-Chair. 

Friday 17th & Saturday 18th May 2013 - 8th CAMRA Clitheroe Beer Festival. The event be-

ing held in the St. Mary’s Centre, Church Street, Clitheroe will see over 60 beers and around 18 

ciders and perrys available to taste. Once again the Clitheroe Line CRP is sponsoring the glasses 

for the festival. CAMRA members go free - see more details by visiting the CAMRA website.    

August bank holiday weekend - the Great British Rhythm & Blues Festival in Colne. The East 

Lancashire CRP is sponsoring again and will be running its legendary music train on the Friday to 

open the event - more details soon.  

Saturday 10th August 2013 - 3rd Clitheroe Food Festival. An extravaganza of food and drink 

in the heart of the Ribble Valley. More details on www.clitheroefoodfestival.co.uk 

Visit www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/home/forthcoming-events to see other events hap-

pening throughout the Lancashire Community Rail area. 

The various officers of the South Fylde Line CRP were all re-elected unopposed at the Annual 

General Meeting of the partnerships held in Blackpool on Tuesday 30th April. Tony Ford will 

continue as Chair, Richard Fulford-Brown as Vice Chair and Richard Watts as Secretary. 


